THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH : 

EJever have so few, robbed so 
many, of so much, for so 
long, so mercilessly, and 
returned so little, as has the 
world's parasitical clergy 
throughout exploited man- 
kind's history. 

—ANDY VENA 
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Letters 



PLIGHT OF A RATtOMAUST 

Sir. I an extremely sorry for Iht a '• rm 
dc ay in replying. The delay is due to 
unavoidabl* troubles caused 10 nc by ihe 
Selfish, fravdultnt and vociferous aupporters 
and heinous devotees and henchmen af Mr. 
Sai Baba. They sent petitions agalrst rue- 
They felt taat I was solely responsible for 
[he advent of Dr. K^voor ts Anuntapar. 
I feel, they ignored Ihe truth and raided over 
me. It is a pity that they never t'a^e ihe 
>;>cn challenge cither by Dr. K.o\oor or by 
Or. H. Narasimha ah or other antagonists 
*ho have published articles or letters or 
itaicnicnts in various rews papen, journals 
and magazines. My activities are never 
harmful and never directed agaimt any 
individual but against the propagation of 
EBpeTsthinn and against the attractions of 
ravishment. I am always confident of Ihe 
efficiency aid bonafides of whatever I do 
and I never care for irrationalists. lam guided 
by reason nod by reason alone. I believe 
mtfce rnaitri' 1 w.-rld. The material » 
is life and course of inspiration for me and 
should be f»»r any sane man 

S IWARAMA RFDOY, 
Anantapnr. 



rSl AM AND RE HIKTH 
Sir. The Great controversy net rfeen Bangalore Madras: 



University Committee and 5atya Sai Baba 
gave rise to some interesting issues. 

Sat) a Sai Balm claim, that he is re-iacar- 
natior of Sirdi Sai Baba. According to his 
lifs story, Sirdi Baba was a staunch Muslim, 
performing all the fve prayers a day in the 
mosque in which be wu living. As Khun 
does not have faith in re-birth, it is nor, 
known how a Muslim saini lite Sai Baba 
of Sirdi took re-birth ajainsr bftuc principles 
of Islam and that too aot as a Muslim but 
as an Orhodox Hindu, who is neither a 
scholar nor a philosopher, bat a temi literate, 
who has studied only a few classes in 
Tclugu. 

If Siidi Baba \*as thrown by his God 
out of the sphere of his strnrg fiiih to talc<* 
re-birih as an orthodox Hindu to spread 
' Man God * cult, then this punishment might 
have beer given to him due to sone of his 
great fins, which nobody is aware of. 
'Man God* cult is " un-islamic " and the 
greatest lira. According to history on? 
mansoor was hanged for his claim that he 
himself was God. 

Will Sat>a Sai Baba or any of his 
disciples ihro-v light on tiK point? Talking 
of re-birth of such a religious Muslim sain: 
is a greal insult to Islamic principles unc 
Sirdi Sai Baba himself. 

1 hunhly invite atfent nn of mtislim 
scholars id ponder over this point and clear 
doubts created by such declaration 



Otedurrahman 
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Editorial 



I 



ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE IX CONVENTION 



Rationalism has made an impact 
on the all-India scene. Delegates 
from Nnrth and South, West and East 
were elated and enthusiastic The 
successful completion of I R.A's 
Fourh Miracle Exposure Campaign 
(with demands from new quarters for 
similar programmes) has emphasized 
the need for making it a more frequent 
ard wider feature. 

The successful Convention of the 
Indian Rationalists at Nagpur did 
raise quite a few issues. At one time 
there were doubts in some mind* 
whether rationalism meant only 
eradication of miracle-moogeriag and 
superstition. However, at the culmi- 
nation of the get-together, ro one was 
in doubt that rationalists believed in 
nothing short of rationalism, to use a 
truism. 



Rationalism, as some misleading 
sclf-stv!cd acnaryas like Rajneesh 
would sugpest. is not a negative 
concept. Rationalists emphatically 
are aware religion and spiritualism of 
all varieties are mere products of fear. 
ignorance and illusion What is posi- 
tive is that Rationalism has a metho- 
dology and this is the method of 
science. With man as the centre, we 
rely on man's senses and his reasoning 
power to acquire knowledge. Specula- 
tion and subjective experience are not 
our leading lights. 

There was consensus in the 
convention that our strategy should 
be to tackle Babas, astrology, 
palmistry superstition and castcism 
initially. People are still suffering 
under the weight of out-dated ideas 
spread by unscrupulous elements 
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whose aims are nol entirely social or 
religious. 

The economic and political impli- 
cations of the outrageous religious 
ideas like destiny and Paha worship 
should be brought home to the 
people. 

Rightly was there a call in the 
Convention that Rationalists should 
analyse and evaluate the present 
economic and political situation in 
the country. That rationalism and 
rapid economic development on the 
socialUt path are inextricably inter- 
twined was the consensus. To evolve 
a concrete programme of action, we 



request members lo use 'FREE 
THOUGHT' for expressing their 
views. 

D 



A OMISSION 

Re.iders are recuested to note 
that the article * How Babas 
are made " by Mr. James Harvey 
Johnson which has appeared in 
Nov 'Dec. 1976 issue wis repro- 
duced from the "AMERICAN 
ATHEIST". We regret that 
the source wa< inadvertently 
omitted to have been acknew- 
ledntd Ed. 



AGENTS WANTED 

Indian Rationalist Association wishes to appoint Agents 
to sell FREETHOUGHT at al! Cities, Towns and Villages in 
India. Future issues will contain a minimum of 34 pages and 
priced at 60 Paise only. While we have no objection to give 
agency to the regular News Agents and Book Sellers, wc would 
prefer these who vrould like to take up this more as a seivice 
rather than as business. For Agency Terms and Conditions 
please write to the General Secretary. l.R.A. 



Contributors of articles to FRFFTHOt.C.IIT arc 
requested to kindly note the following points. 

1. Articles should be original and neatly typed in 
double line space on single side and should be sent in duplicate. 

2. As the pabl cation of the articles in the journal may 
at 'imes lake some time, they are requested not to send copies 
of the same article* to other journals for publication. 



FREETHCUGHl 



Need for Rationalist Revolution 



[The following is the full text of a message received from 
Mr. Abul Hasanat, Secretary of Bangladesh Humanist Asso- 
ciation on the occasion of the 9th Conventon of IRA — Fd 1 



Mr. Abul Hasanat, Convenor of Milan 
:na, Dacca ind Secretary of the BingU- 
c«h Humanist Association, ntid his intel- 
lectual friends aver here conaratulate vou 
on the holding of the Nagpur Convention 
of the Indian Rationalists. He and his 
colleagues over here arc co-workers with 
you all, in (he programme of emancipating 
human minds from superstitions of all 
sorts— p:ous ani secular. Vtystcry over the 
so-called -Hereafter, 'Miracles', -Occult 
happenings*. 'Revelation'. 'Inspiration* and 
imagined pleasures of "Heaven' and pa n 
and torments of 'HeT etc., have kept 
human minds all over the world steeped 
in irrational hepes and fears and impeded 
prog-css of the human kind. 

Students of human thought are well 
aware of the Middle Age* when orthodox 

Christianity with the rick, thumbscrew and 
the stake enforced its will and entlaved 
human thinkrin?. when 'he dreadful inquisi- 
tion persecuted, exiled and burnt ihousands 

ipon thousands of innocent Christians on 
Charges, often only suspected, of heres* and 
blasphemy, when Copernicus and Galileo 
could not freel/ express wtiat they actually 
saw in the heavens above. The emlavement 
of the human mind was so complete that, 
e\en later. Newton was afraid of publishing 

his now-fttmom Pi inoiplc und Duwia, 

compara;ively recently, encountered violent 



opposition from orthodox Christianity for 
his Theorv of Evolution and exoosition of 
the Origin of Spe:ies a* against the chil_ 
dish Biblical Tale of a Six-dav Creation 
of the Universe in 4004 B.C. 

BREAK-AWAY FROM THE B1BLH 

The Renaissance in the Western Worjd 

nrp?rl .lew* and Christians ihemseves to 
scan earth and heaven in the light of 
Reason ard not only of what hai been 
said in tie Bible Modern Science and 
Teehnotopv owe their progress to this 
spirit of Free Enquiry. 

It Is remarkable how when the Bible 

was ronsider^ to he revealed ard inspired 

bv the great Lore Him;elf and every word 
of it aj immutable truth a few hundred 
years ago by the great mass of Christians, 
rritical researches from within Christianity 
itself has laid its blemishes bare, and it 
has been relegated to the rele of a Jewish 
Miscellany of heterogenous o-ieir and only 
legendary valus, Mot only that. 

Bernard Shaw in a memorable passage 
denounces its authority and the people 
who doggedly go by it. as follows : 

'•As to Able Science, it has. o\er. the 
nineteenth ccir.ury materialistic raslaon in 
bio'Ogy, tha a it vantage of being a science 
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of life and not an a I tempi to substitute 

l-hvaics and chemistry for i:. but it is 

hopelessly pre-evolulionary, its descriptions 
cf tie origin Of life and morals are 
obviously fairy lafca. it* astronomy is 
icrracenlric, its notions of the slarry universe 
are childish, its story is epical and tegeft- 
. v in short, people whow education is 
deriscd from ihe Rible are so absurdly 
misinformed as to be unfit for public 
empoymcut, parental responsibility or the 

ranch ise." 

NEED FOR RFTH1NK1NG 10R 01 HI RS 

The bold words of Shaw apply not 
only to the Bible but m.»-e or leu (o 
other Scriptures also, and there h rxtcd 
tor inurnal criticism for eacQ oi them 

And what has been Mid about th* 
Biblical pundi'.s applies eqiall> well to 
BraWDKM a^ Maulvi> an, other pious 



middlemen many of whom are entirely 
ignoranl of the march of modern knowledge. 

This subcontinent, thus, needs a 
•Rationalist Revolution' more than elsewhere 
because science and technology here are 
yet in a rudimentary stage and social 
heredity keeps minds tied to age-old 
Shasiru, Oranthu, and Kitobs passing as 
immutable divine writs and revelations but 
which are actually mere pious speculations 
of well inieni oncd sages and saints whose 
knowledge and wisdom were limited to 
their own eras. 

Wc heartily wish your Convention a 
grand success and implore you to intensify 
;r ittempis at emaacipitin» human minds 
and inculcating an indomitable spirit of 
tree enquiry. 



Abul Hasanat 
Dacca, Bangladesh. 



DO YOU HAVE AN f.R.A. BRANCH AT YOUR PLACE ? 

You will te happy to learn thai during the IX Convcn- 
ton held aiNagpu. on 18ih and Ifith December, Wfi.twas 
decided to start I.R.A Branches in large number in all the 
Districts and Towns. I.R.A. will be too pleased to guide the 
enthusiastic rationalists in slatting r-icw branches. For details 
please wnte to the Gcne-al Secretary, I.R.A., 28, Pantheon 
Road, Egmore, Madras-8. 



READ 



CIIARVAKA 
(Telugu Rationalist Monthly) 
22, State Bank Colony, 
No. I, Vijayawada, 10. 

YUKTHIVADI 
(Mulayalam Rationalist Monthly) 
Irinjalakudu, Kerala. 



FREETHOUGliT 



MESSAGES FOR IX CONVENTION 



(Reproduced below are some of Ihe messages received frnm all owr the world 
on the occasion of ihe IX Convention of Indian Rationalists held on 18th & 19ih 
December, 1976 at Nagpur - Ed.) 



RAJ BHAVAN 

BOMBAY 35 (WB) 

10 December 1976. 

R iiionalisn like socialism cannot be 
cor fined to mere study of boob oa those 
subjects but are both, in fact, ways of life 
and contlict with anything like superstitious 
thought or beliefs. Both have lo permeate 
one's life and thought and be evident in 
the practice cf living and one's outlook to 

one's own iind others* live? and h DBCd9 as 

part of a sreat human family which cannot 
sepamtc itself into isolated individual units 
living without due regard lo 'he condi- 
tions whiih surround one and demand 
one's service. As a whole, boti represent 
attitudes of faith and our knowledge of 
science and the spiri: of enquiry aid can 
ha»c tit tic consequence if not devoted for 
the benefit of society and for service of 
others. I can only welcome the Convention 
you propose lo have in Nagpur and hope 
thai it will help to promote the spirit of 
scientific enqv.iry and tie logkral conse- 
quence of it. Please accept my oest wishes 
for a successful Convention. 

A LI YAVAR JUNG 
Governor of Maiarashtra 

(The above message was signed by the 
Governor just a day before his >ad demise 

on 11-12-1976— I 



1 am happy to learn ihat the IX 
Convention of Indian Kattonalists is being 
held at Nagpur. 

It h a matter of gratification that the 
Association has been (contending against 
superstition and miracle-mongering in society 
to pave the way for the irculcaticn of 
scientific tempo and rational thinking. 

On '.his occasion, I have great pleasure 
in extending my cordial greetings "to the 
participants and wishing the deliberations 
all success. 

D. Deviraj Urs, 

Chid Minister, 

Bo colore. 

. * * 

I an glad to leatn lhat the Indian 
Rationalist Association, Madras proposes to 
hold its IX ConvenHon at Nagpur on 18th 
and '.9th December, 1 070 

I serd my good wishes. 

C Achutha Menon, 
Chief Minister 
Kerala 



T am directed to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter dated ihe 7 th December, 1976. 
Toe Chie Minister Sfari S.B. Chivan. wishes 
all suocaa to the IX Convention of Indian 
Rationalists being held at Nagpur on 
Dtcerabei, 18th and 19:h. 

Private Sccrelaryto CM. 
Maharashtra. 
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I am desired by the Governor to 

u-:k no* kdgc ittc receipt ol Icticr No. 121/ 

>. tiae.l ihc Sth December, 1976 OB the 
subject nontioned above and to cenvey his 
good w>hes on trie occasion of holding 
tiic IX Convention of Indian Rationalists 
ai Nagpir on December IXth and 19th. 

P G. VaiCya. 
Deputy Secretary 10 tie Governor. 
Gujarat 



Raj Bhnvan. Punjab, 
CHANDIGARH 

Governor is pleased to kiow ihat the 
IX Convention of Indian Rationalists is 
being held at Nagptr on the ISth and 19th 
of this nonlh. He sends his besl wishes 
for the success ol the Convention. 

Sd/- PS SAHI 
Secretory to Governor, Punjab. 



As *ou know I have not been keeping 
well for a long time. In ttc hope thai 
the nay in the valley will restcte me to 

normalcy and I will b<? ab'e to participate 

in the Rationalist Convention at N-iupur 
on IJUh and 19th December, I did not 
write to you «o ar. Bit my hope h. « 
proved a vmn one anil I cnitinue 10 be 
in an invali.i state unable lo undertake a 
long joirney or participate in committee 
debates ai public function. 

I have no words to tell you hnw sad 
I feel at my inability to be with you and 

other fclow RfitiorvilUtj from all over the 

country who will assemble at Nagpur. I 



was looking forward with intense pleasure 

to ilie great occus on. 

But whether or nut I am present at 
Ihe Convention I wish it a grand succeti. 
India's future lies only in the triumph of 
rational sm ano defeat of the forces which 
keep hundreds of millions of out country 
-urn in Mark net? of ignorance in order to 
exploit them in every field of social aclivi.y. 
Let us carry the torch of knowledge to all 
:omers of India and awaken the masses 
thus bringing to an end the ngc-old 
sxploitation. 

Sd/- PREM NATH BAZAZ 

New Delhi 
9-1 2-' 76 



We are pleased to be abl; to send 
you this rressage on the occasion of your 
IX Convention at Nagpur on ISth and 19th 

December, :976. 

We hone that this Convention will be 
as successful as the previous ones ard will 
mark a big step forward in ihe history of 
humanism. 

As an internal onal movement we hive 
to rely on our national affiliates for ihe 
Jtsscmination of the humanis: idea at the 
I cal level .»nJ vve arc sure that your 
Convention will bath answer that require- 
ment aid provide a new stitulus for the 
internatonal humanist and rationalist 
community. 

Sd - Prof. Dr. PietThoents, 

Chair nan. International I In muni it 

Holland and Ethical Union. 

FnECTHOUGHT 






Trusting this leiter will not arrive in 

India loc tale lo present to tfte IX Con- 
vention of Indian Rationalists on 18th and 
i9ih December 1976, .1 have taken the 
precaution of sending ii (o he Nagpur 
address. 

At this time of total media overkill 
on behalf of superstition {Christianity and 
Judaism) in America and »t a time when 
Atheists in America have losr their civil 
rights and are being completely suppressed, 
we atieis:s in America look to the leader- 
ship in India to help h-ing our plight 
before t he world. 

TrogKally, j D America the radio, tele- 
vision, theatre and newspapers are in the 
bands ol tre superstitious. This is a 

devchipmcm not foreseen by tho^e r*r)\ 
Atheists who had hoped that technical 
development* through scientific discoveries 
would help bring enlightenment to this 
nation. K is our fervent hipc that in 
India we may find that po'itic.l and cul- 
tural climate which will counter this thrust. 
y>:. in America today, are helpless and 
ca I upon you for assistance 

You fine, courageous and enterprising 
individual! understand the dynamic* of 
discriminator} practice and how they are 
fomented by Christian missionaries. You 
have also seen the betrayal of the Atheist 
ideal by Russia. China, Cuba and other 
supposedly Atheitt governments. You have 
seen the demise of Atheist activity iu 
Amenra. in Australia (the magazine of the 
Australian Atheisl Society has ceased publi- 
< ationl, and throughout the Western orbit 
Shortly, the hope of the rest of the world 
hinges on those decisions yoj make at 
this convemicn. 

Finally, all the knowledge in the world 
is useless unless it is translated into action. 
Best wishes for a successful convention : 

Sd'- CARRY DE YOUNG, Ph.D. 

Chanceller. 
Minnesota Institute of Philosophy 

TEXAS, U.S.A. 

Dt. llth Dec, 1976 
JANUARY 1977 



I sipport an active, militant Atheist 
move men. 

The most prominent institutions of 
enslavement are the stite and the church. 

Once we do away with both we can $o 
about constructing a harmoiiom scciety- 
free from government and superstition, 
based oi openness and honesty, mutual aid 
and voluntary cooperation. 

I -end warn regards and best wishes 

for the New yc ar to a ,| wh(| antntJ and 
support the Convention. 

Randall S. Cornish 
San Dicyo Social — Revolutionary 

Anarchist Federation U.S A. 
Ohio (US.A) 
27-12-76 



.hank you for informing me about 
your IX Convention of Indian Rationalists 
at Nagpur on the isth and 19th 
December. 1976 

I am sorry I cannrt attend in person. 
Meanwhile I wish to express my warmest 
congratulations to all the participants who 
will attend, and to all thow who have 
orgari/cc the Convention. Will you please 
convey to all, my best wishes for a sue- 
cessful conclusion of tae Convention uuJ 
above all will you kindly inform all your 
irembers that they have friends in Europe 
and England. 

The forces of irrationality are progres- 
sing everywhere, but it is because of this, 
that we must continue to battle against 
all odds, to make a better, Happier and 
more rational work. 



LONDON 

9-12-1976 



Sd/- Avro Minhfttan 



BOOK REVIEW 



k LURE OF MIRACLES 



Br premanand 



The amliui could not have limed ihe 
book belter. Sai Baba who has Keen under 
attack by I.ft.A. and Dr. A. T. Kovoor, was 
jndcr pressure from Dr. H. Nansimhaiah. 
Thanks to cerlain weeklies and dailies. the 
influence of Sai Biba could be i-onsidered 
10 have been reduced. This was the moment 
•vhen an authentic and wcJ-documented 
account of Sai Baba was fell needed. 

A concise book, it portrays the true 
ihractcrisiici of Satyanarayana Raja alias 
Sai Raba. On going through the book, the 
icadei h convinced that Raju is no betler 
than any other mortal The facts are so 
forcibly brought out tha: Satyanarayana Raju 
emerges as a helpless patient, an avaricious 
man and a power-hungry leader, vainly 
boasting about his non-existent oowers. 

What is more, the darker an* shadier 
activities of the Bah.i are brought out vividly 
with background information. Raju's 
weakness for women, his way of netting a 
few influential individuals who have been 
subsequently black maied. his propajanda 
tactics, the means adopted by him to ama>s 
wealth, alt find their due place in the 
book. 

The bock details the ami -democratic 
group who have propped up the Sai image. 
This is impcrtant as one should know the 
sources from which Sai cult receives it s 
substance. The vested interest* who have 



■ been lighting against all progressive ideal* 
including socialism one rationalism, have 
created and sustained Biba as i focal point 
tor the gullible poor. Putiaparthi is the 
meeting place for smugglers and black 
marketeer* with corrupt bureaucrats. Buba 
has been hatching and promoting conspiracies 
against an elected government. The book 
emphatically calls for government probing of 
the activities of Sai Samitis 

Tie author who has spent considerable 
tin-c, money and energy proposes to bring 
out a further volume or two on his vexed 
hero. Readers will find the book nosi 
interesting and informative in exposing the 
greatest Indian hoaxer of this century. 
Readers could aid the author by collecting 
further anccdctcs on Sai Baba io that th* 
nail is ultmaiely Lid on this ghosi Govern- 
ment has to be coaxed to :ake action against 
Baba only oy the weight of facts 

The bsok appears to have teen proof 

read in seme haste. The next tditiou may 

not carry most cf the printing mistakes, 
we hope. 

We congratulate, so shou d every right- 
thinking man, the author on his bold attempt 
to call a spade, a spade and a scoundrel a 
scoundrel. 

The book is priced at Rs. 8/- Copies Can 

be had from IRA with a special discount of 
10% fot members. 
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PREETHOUGHT 



Report of the general secretary of 
Indian Rationalist Association 
presented to the 

RX CONVENTION OF 

KmilM JRATHONAOSTS 
AT NAGPU1R ON 
HSIDHI lBJlEOEKMIIBHGlIB 1976 



I have treat pleasure in prcseniing this 
Per*ort on the developments in Ue Ratirtna- 
M vlovcnient which have occured after our 
VIII Convention of Indian Ratio&alists held 
at Madras on 26th. 27th and 23th December, 
1974, at which many inportan; decision** 
uere taken lo strengthen the Rationalist 
Movement After two years. Wl are again 
meeting here at Nagpur to take stock of the 
situation ant) prepare future plans and 
strategy to further strengthen the Rationalist 
Mcverrent. 

Let mc, in the first instance, express ray 
prn Fou ad sorrow at (lie absence ftf a couple 
of veteran Rationa.isis who actively partici- 
pated at th: last Convention but who have 
since pasted swa>. These were Mr. Goraji 
and Mr. Ziauddin who were both Presidents 
of I. R. A. in the past. I am sure, if only all 
of MS work with the dedication aid teal of 
these Rationalists, it should not be difficult 
for us to bring about a Rationalis: Society in 
India bcfoic long. 

Being Rationalists, as we are, there are 
bound to be differences between £ny two 
Rationalist Asiociations and even among the 
Members of .he same Association. There 
is however nothing wrong in having these 



differences sir.ee we arc all Rationalists and 
as a Rational. st, everyone is entitled to have 
his own idea* and opinions. All the same, 
based on the Common Minimum Programme 
evolved a: the last Convention, the Rationa- 
lists to a considerable extent have come 
closer to each other to achieve the desired 
objects. 

As you can easily appreciate fighting 
'god* is a hcreulecn task and wc have 
to go slow in this regard. Moreover, one 
should beat least above average irtclligence to 
understand the fallacies in the theories of the 
believers about their concept of god. We are 
therefore still restricting this ssue to the 
intellectuals, 'hough we do not make a secret 
nf our Atheism 

Immediately after tie VIII Cooventioo 
was over, we have taken up the issue of god- 
men very seriously. For, even the believer* 
can be convinced about the truth behind (he 
sc called miracles and the true-colours of the 
so called godmen if the facts, arc properly 
explained to them. For -his purpose we havs 
started a series of Campaigns known a* 
'Oivinc Miracle Exposure Campaigns." For 
these Campaigns, we have requested Or. 
Kovoor to lend his services since ic is perhaps 
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tic only person id ihe wor d who has spent 
over hdli a century in imesligaliag Ihc "mira- 
cles*' and "Supernatural" or "paranormal 
powers" We thought, ind I presume rightly 
sc, that be Is the most suitable person to 
explain to ihc people in Iidia about the 
modu; operandi of these tricks 1 ' r; Though 
Rr. Kovoor himself can perform Magic and 
Hypnotism, considering his age, we have 
obtained 'he services of some of our Members 
to practically demonstrate the tricks of the 
"godmen 1 * through magic and hypnotism. 

The first Divine Miracle Exposure Cam- 

paign wai organized by IRA. w.th the help 

of its Associates at over a dozen centres in 

Aitdlua Pradesh, Tamil Ntdu and Bombay 

as an experimental one in March :md April 

1975. Though this was a moderate success, 

I.R.A vestured the second Campaign during 

October/ November 1975. This was on much 

largrr scale than the first one and it was 

a grea:cr success as compared to the earlier 

one. In this Campaign wc have ;:o\ered 'ho 

States of rami I Nadu. Anrilua Pradesh 

Matuuaabica, Maihya Pradesh, Orisiui and 

Kerala 

As we had still a long way t.j go. we 
planned for the third Campaign in the mo tt - 
of May/June 1976 covering new cities and 
tonus. It was on the eve of this campaign 
that Dr. II. Narasimliaiah, Vicc-Chanccllor 
of Bangalore University, got a sum ofR* 
25,000'- sanctioned for the purpose of inves- 
tigating the "Miracles". A committee was 
alsj cuiistitulcd by Dr, Nirasimiaiah, under 
hi* Chairmanship for investigating the 
"miracles". They were kind enough to 
include Prof. A. M. Dharmalingim, one of 
the Founder Members of I R.A. ard President 
of Kamatifca Rationalist Association in the 



Committee. In the course of the III 
Campaign when Dr Kovoor and I R A. 
representatives went to Binge lure, ihc 
Committee invited them to the University 
and assured their support and sympathy to 
our Campaigns. The III Campaign in which 
we coveted ihc States of Tamil Nadu. Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, ^ajosthen. 
Madhya Pradesh and Orissa. lasted over six 
weeks. The welcome change in the altitude 
of the people was clearly vjsitle during this 
Campaign. At every cen're thousands of 
people greeted Dr. Kovoor anl T.R A. m-n 
and flocked to w:tne*s th- programmes. 
Even the erstwhile staun:h devolees of various 
•' godmei " started enrertaiting second 
thoughts nhout ihe genulnenes* of the claims 
of their tfrnit The Pre*s. which was hitherto 
blacking out the activities of ths Rationalists, 
could also not ignore the upsurge of the 
Rationalist Movement and they weic forced, 
rather reluc:anty. to eive a fairly good 
coverage in their respeciive nevs papers and 
journals. 

Soon thereafter, the " Child-god " - 
Sni Krislna of Pindavapura Who wis already 
defeated by Dr. Kovoor and I.RA. hy default 
was fully exposed by Dr. Nirasimhaiah** 
teammates. As yoj trust be aware of the 
full facts of tin? exposure, I Jo not want 
to dwell at length ou this. This was soon 
followed by the release of le'ters exchanged 
between Dr. Narasimhaiah anc Sai 3aba. 
The earlier sience and the *ttoequcnt 
derogatory and defsrmiory remarks of Sai 
Baba against the Vbe-Chancelbr created an 
unprecedented stir in the coun:ry. It made 
even the conservatives including the religio- 
U to conic out openly against Sai Baba. 
The people who were earlier afraid to soy 



12 



FRE^THOUGHT 



<\eo a »ord again*! Sai Bnbo. urenow ina 
linn to hnUl'v ftnd openb talk and write 

anything asainsi the India's lop most 
rack Man". 

Tbrueh J.R A. was quite <atisGe ' with 

pup'ic opinion thet it could mobilize 

•eh the first three Campaigns, in order 

if end once and for all to all the tall 

t« of •'ondmer*' it was decided to 

organize one more Campaign, the IV in the 

•-, in the months of November/December 

WiV This campaign which was inaugurated 

at Fmafculam on 13 — 11 — 76 comes to a 

; to morrow a' Nngpjr. During the 

rse of (his Campaign, wc have already 

•red the States oIKcraa. Tamil Nadu, 

Andhra PradesJ, Karnataka. Maharashtra 

and Gujarat. Ir this Campaign ten. every 

programme at every centre was a fantastic 

success You can imagine the extent ol 

popularity o( theic Compaigns from the way 

'n which thousands of people flocked to our 

programmes, even paying the entrance fee 

fixed for the >ame. There was a time when 

nobady was prepared tc attend our Rationa- 

Iki Mppiinp* even if it was thrown open free 

of any entrance lee. Now at mos: centres. 

we fixed an entrance fee mair.ly to cover 

e>pen*es of ihc Campaign and secondly lo 

restrict tYe tioads. 

During diese two years while educating 
»nH enlightenlug the innocent people w e 
have a!*o txen simultaneously doing our 

best, to expose the myths behind the 
"godmen". Mr Gnanasambandi Dtsika, 
popularly kro»n as Madurai Mathithipathi, 
Mr. Siva Arumugrm Pil'ai, the N^di Astro- 
loger and some other less known " Miracle 
Wen" are all victims of I.R.A. The Nagpur 



Rationalist Association has also done well 
by exposing Mr Balirair Baba. popularly 
knrwn as S.nnaihi Baba, Lashfcari Baba 
etc. 

You will pIso be delighted to hear that 
various Departments of the Government are 
also going all out to unearth tie undisclosed 
income, unacnupted wealth and other 
nefarious artivi-ies of the " godmen ". They 
have so far. literally unearth-d fold to the 
tune of about R«. tIS !acs belonging to 
Ananthars at Mezhvi/M Sr.lai. Diamonds and 
Emeralds vorth Rs. "4 lacs at Ahmedabad. 
about Rs. 1 crore worti of unc'isebsed assets 
IcK-nging to the Bala Yogi mission at Delhi, 
huge amounts, the Mart quantum of which 
is yet to oe assessed, be'ongine to Pandrl- 
malai Swarri of Madras, etc. Various of'ier 
Saints and Sadhus have also been brought to 
book, for varied types of crimes such as* 
Murder, rape, child lifting, cheating, etc. 

I am ilad that the Union Oitvcrnment, 
under the *ble leadership of the Hon Prime 
Minister. Mrs. Indira Gandhi, his realized 
l he need to amend the Const tuHrm, to 
make it obligatory on the part of cverv 
citizen to promote and develop th? Scientific 
Temper Sprit of Hnquir". Humamanism and 
Reform. This new Fundamental Duty is 
vert similar Co the Objects Clause In the 
Memorandim of Association of IRA 
adopted in 1949. that it even befote the 
Consiitutioa of India came into force for 
the first time on 26-l-:950. Though belated. 
the progressive move of the Government in. 
amending the Constitution is therefore 
highly commendable. Although we have been 
working all these years for the promotion 
of Scientific temper as a matter of our 
Fundamental Right, hereafter we will have 
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to do to wort ror I be same cause 

as out limdtimcntal Du'.y Wt have 10 
therefoi? or thk occasion rfdedicat? ourselves 
io the cause of rationalism in the larger 
interests of the country. I therefore request 
the passive nationalists who practice Ritiona- 
lism in their private lives to come out openly 
and help tieir fellow coLntrymen also to 
develop a similar scientific outlook. 

Though during the past few years w e 
have established Branches or Affiliated State- 
wide Associations :u more than half of the 
States in India, we have atii, a lon^ way to s° t 
If only ibe Rationalist Movemert were to 
make inroads mo the common masses in the 
country, we also n?ed District-wide Associa- 
(iuns in every District iu India. While ihc 
District Associations and Stale Aisoeiations 
can 'w independent m i autonomous entities, 

taming their own rule<.. thonging .their im n 

projects and adopting their own methods of 
working, it is imperative for all the«e units to 
be properly co-ordinated, f-'or such a co- 
ordination and co-operation between various 
District Units, it is better if titty are all 

affiliated to the respective State Units and "or 

similar reasons all the State Units should be 
affiliate;! to the All India Association 

As already touched earlier. Rationalist* 
holding different views on some of the minor 
matters are at present working under 
different Dinners. Though tic label* are 
different, the main objects, aims and ideals 
of all Rationalists, I feel, are one and the 
lame and so there is definitely a scope 
foi alt of us to work together keeping 
aside the few differences on some of the minor 
issues, provided of course all of us keep 
ourselves avay from politics. We have to 
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therefore mobilize all the R&tfotfdiH r-crces 
in the couutiy aud ih.s subject wil. be 

discussed in detail in die Second Session 
of this Convention. 

It is not just enough if we mobilise 
all the Rationalist Forces. We have to 
chalk out atleast a minimum programme 
foi the next fuur years or atleast for the 
next two years, so that we can go ahead 
in our work in a well planned manner. 
As you can understand, plaining is one 
of the most important aspects in any 
movement and we shall therefore take up 
this subject and discus; in detail at our 
third session. 

While on ttis 1 wauld also like to 
make a note of caution to the Rationalist 
Workers. Any amount of taikirf, planning 
and paper work is not coins to do us 
any good, unless ttn >laos ore translated 
into action. The execution of the plans 
is as important as the drafiing of the 
plans. Tke implementation of various 
schemes calls for a lot of dedication and 
sacrifice oi the part of those responsible for 
their implementation. Id this regard, wc 
rationalists have to set an example for the 
people in other walks of life I am rather 
ashamed trt say that there are a few pertoai 
here and there even in there Rational^ 1 
Movement who ha\e a weakness for money 
or name and fame If we are going to 
take up Rationalism to meet our own 
selfish ems. we will land nowtiere, excep. 
inviting criticism from all quartc-s. Already 
the vested interests in various religions are 
just waitiig anxiously for an opportunity 
to find fault with the Rationalists. We 
should never give any room whatsoevei 
for these religious people to make an> 
adverse remarks against us. If ve want to 
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main high standards of intcgfity in the 
Movement, we have to necessarily enforce 

strict discipline and we should not hesitate 
even to txpel the errirg members if it 
conies to that. 

While we are all very eager to expand 
Mcmb<r>hip of Rationalist Associations, 
we should al-o guard ourselves against the 
ihlc Infiltration by the religionists in 
oui ranks and file My humble opinion is 
t'-a: ir our anxiety to expand our 
Vembership, we should not compromise on 
the veiy basic principles of Rationalism. 
We arc uppoed 10 any sort or religion, 
an\ sort of Hortrine and any sort of 
Guru or Memor. If we are also prepared 
to accept anything as authentic or sacred, 
we wil!, at best, fcecome reformers aad not 
Rationalists. 

While on this. I would alto like to 
touch about an unhealthy treid in the 
Rationalist Movemen: in Indii. Having 
given up the failli in the doUrioes and 
thr religious gums, some Rationalists tend 
to become the "disciples" of ore Rationa- 
list leader or another, and reject and also 
decry the philosophies or projects of auoihci 
Rationalist Though the Rationalist Pioneers 
like M.N. Roy, Periar E.V.R.. Goraji, Sir 
P.N. Paranjpye, Bertrand Russell etc., were 
all great Rationalists, I t«el, we should not 
commit ourselves to any of thew. Rather, 
we car accept and respect all thew pioneers 
and work for tie cause of Rationalism. 
At the same time, we should also not be 
holding or to the same old views without 
changing with times Dynamism is an 
essence of Ralionalist Movemen!. 
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Though ihe altitude of the pres 5 
towards ihe Rat onalist Movement is now 
much better than wha it was a coupl; 
of years back, we need their co-operation 

in a much lirgcr mcasLrc. The importance 

ar.d Ihe need for the supptrt from the 
press for a Movement like outs cannot be 
over emphasized. The press is in an 
enviaMe position to mend the public opinion 
for or against a particular nioveiieni I 
have therefore a special appeal to Se made 
to the 'ress As we Rationalists are 
fighting the battle with limited resources 
both in ncn and money, we love to look 
forward 10 iheir co-operation by giving j 
Erod coverage for our activities and also 
bv generally extending Iheir moral support. 

We "ill be highly grateful to the press if 

all the News Papers and Magazines ia 
English and in Indian languages allot a 
column <t a page in every is^ue for the 
promotion of scientific temper and spiri 1 . 
of enquiry Though the article relating to 
the Fundamental Duty on tiis point is 
only applicable to the individual citizen 
of the country. I request the press to lake 
it upon themselves to htlp the Government 
ard the Rationalists by giving maximum 
publicity to this Fundamental Duty. 

I feel that it is needles fo** me to 
appeal lo the Government to use the Alt 
India Radio and Television fo- promoting 
a Scientific outlook among the people, with 
due apologies to the men at 'he helm of 
the attain. I am pained to siy that it il 
most unfortunate that the T.V. and AIR. 
at the noment are going all out to 
propagate various religions and even the 
"Kodmen". For instance a year back, the 
Madras T.V. has telecast & full report on 
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(he Sai Baba's Birth Day Celebrations at 
Pii!!:ip:irtSi This sort of proraganda for 

the "living boqV\ through tie media of 
T.V. and A.I.R. will only add to the 
superstiiicns and obscurantism a ready vastly 
prevalent in the country, I therefore request 
the Hon. Prime Minister and Iter Cabinet 
Colleagues to personally, immediately and 
seriously look into the matter end put 
end to tHs sort of icl gious propaganda 
through tie Government Machinery. 

1 alto request the Government to 
institute imnediste enquiries into the 
affairs of all the known "godmen" *ho 
are believed to be making cmrcs -mrl crores 
of rupees every year in India and abroad. 
I ven a tfe notorious "godmen" like Sai 
Ba^a, Bhagawon Rajncesh, Maharshj Mahesh 
Yogi, Bala Yogishwar. Sri-T n-Sri Pandrimalai 
Swami, and then accomplices an: subjected 
to investigations, I am sure t'le Government 
can ea-.il) confiscate a few hundreds of 
crores of rupees in a mallei of a year or 
two. This will not only heb the Govern- 
ment to farther consolidate their Consoli- 
dated KunrJ, but also save the million* o< 
pecple oflnrla from ths clutcies of the 
"godmen". 

We shall be discussing some or these 
points ag»in in greater detail today and 
tomorrow. The Delegates are all requested 
to share tlieir own experiences and make 
practical suggestions to enable is to put 
all these in a nut shell in the form of 



Resolutions in the last ses>ion of the 

Convention. 

As you can understand (he task that 
we have taken up h a very tough one 
and unless hundreds and thousand* of 
Rational sts extend their helping hands Lo 
this movement, wc will not tr in a posi- 
tion lo reach the people. We need an All 
Itidia Advisory Board with eminent and 
experienced Ru.ionalists as its members. 
We have therefore planned to constitute 
this Advisory Board at the IV Session 
of the Convention and the delegates are 
requested to propose the names of eminent 
persons from different walks of life and 
from different parts of the country to he 
nominated as members of this Board. This 
Board will he framing the policies on an 
All India basis to be executed by various 
Rationalist Organisations in India. I hope 
that all the like minded (Associations in 
India, will also come forward to arcept 
the policies and progi amines of the Advisory 
Board. 

Before I conclude let mc thank all of 
you for giving a patient hearing to my 
Report on the proftw of the Rationalist 

Movemeit 



(A. Suryanarayana) 
General Secretary 
Indian Rationalist Association 
Nagpur, 
18th December, 1976 
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Mobilization of Rationalist Forces 

(The following is the text of the Presidential address by Mr. M. Prabha 
at the Second Session of the IX Convention of IRA at Nagpur on 18-12-76) 



Wc have reached a stage when we have to 
pia> a very sijnificanl role in the reshaping cf 
aeciety in India. 1 was often wondering whe- 
ber our organizations were making my he.nr- 
»»>. Of course, when we continued India 
as a Sovereign Democratic Repuolic and 

rined ir our Constitution the human 

alues like liber:y, equality, fialcmity and 

jortice we could see that the rational 

ent was exercising its redoubtable influ- 
ence. And row, aftci a quarter of a century 
«wr Constitution has confirmed its faith in the 
wvereigny of reason by providing therein 
it shall be the duty oi every citizen of 
India to develop scientific trnprr, humanism 
uxJ the spirit of enquiry and reforn. This 
amendment his g ven a marvellous face-lift to 
our Constitution. Because ii is onW by 
developing scientific temper, humanism, the 

i oi enqu ry and reform and connected 
matters that we can create a new man, a new 
society, a new people, a nsw nation aid a new 
life. 



But we ihoLld bear in mind thai Urn 
process is far from easy. India has all alon* 
been a nation of religious fanatics aad com- 
munal bigots in Pact ii has brcn religion and 
caste and the beliefs that support them that 
have teen obstructing the progress of India 
and stifling it: march towards prospctity ; no 
doubt is was on account of the reili/miou 
that only by eichewing the pernicious influence 
of religion from the mind of man could we 
creete a rppuHie which would lay itress on 
socialism and secularism also. 



We have to bear in mind that we could 
do thus far is not much Our membership is 
very mujh 1 mited. We do not haw branches 
or affiliated organizations except in a very few 
places Of course, there are seme organi?a- 
lions which propagate our ideas under one 
name or another in various pans of India. 

This is tot the 5rst time that we consider 
the necessity for having some sort of a union 
or federation of frcc-thaught organizations in 
India. For some time past we have been 
trying with this idea but somehow wc could 
not take an> decision. The time has come 
for us tc take a definite decision. It has. in 
fact, become a historic necessity. The present 
sucial and intellectual situation in India 
comoel us to take a definitedeckiot regarding 
this matter. 

All of us, I know, have been thinking 
about this question. I feel that is persons 
who possess ar open mind, and who can 
examine problems without bias or prejudice, 
we cannot but find that such an idea of a 
union or federation has to materialise. I do 
understand that those of us who ere actively 
working for the promotion of one aspect or 
other of free-thought or rationatfsni may not 
want their ident.ty or individuality to merge 
with that ol something else I will be the last 
to say that it mist be done, I need not say 
that even within a particular organization no 
two people agree on all matters concerning 
that organization. Nor do we vant every 
individual to be hla own master, to have his 
own ideas, to develop hi- own views and 
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implcmeii iticm to lit? best ofMsabihis 
according in the method most lUlttd For the 

purpose. 

You all know what will be the advanta- 
ges th;M we will he deriving it we <itand 
together. L*t me tiention some of them. 
Some years hack the Secretary of the nationa- 
list Press Associatlonlof England hadsuggestrd 
this idea to me. The voices of two person* 
will certainly be louder than the voice of one. 
The views and opinions of a colcction at 

individuals will always be better listened 10 
t.ian that of one individual, in a democracy. 
Thai being so, number is a powerful factor. 
If we can say that we represent so many 
organization; and bo many people, our voi.* c 
will have a force and strength whicr nobody 
will he able to ignore. We all feel that the 
duly of making people develop the spirit of 
scientific temper involves a goon deal if 

endeavours And propaganda is une of ihr. 
most important things. We cannot do much 
without propaganda* We have only a few 
publications. Their circulations are limited. 
V, e have net been getting opportunities to 
ventilate our views in the popular dailies or 

weeklies or similar publication*. So it has 

become aecessaiy for us to find ways and 
meam to popularize our own publications. 
In this contc-.i 1 Imycj to mention tonic thing 

which we have to view quite seriously As 
soon as the papers reported that there is a 
proposal to amend lie Constitution by saying 
that it shall he the duly of every citizen of 
India to promote scientific temper, people 
here and Here have begun dcliberaiely :o 
water don n the scope of that dtty hy vayiin: 
that scientific temper is some sort of spiritua- 
lism, and so on and so forth. Wc can see 
behind this move a .-.it. u la led conspiracy to 
hoodwink the people of India add make them 
continue to be chained to the superstitions 
and blinc beliefs eni«ndered by -elision* and 
connected institutions and mpede all progress. 

IS 



Those who are here, I do know, have 
definite views on this subject: through our 
discussions wc lave to crystalline o.ir thoughts 
about it My humble suggestions are these: — 

Lei us have an organbilion as I have 
indicated abtive : i Union or Federation of 
I ice-thought Organizations of India. I sug- 
gest this because, the organizations we have 
are called tie Indian Rationalist Associalbn. 
or the Atheist Centre, the Atheist Association 
the Human st Association, the 'secular Impiety 
etc. Of course the words Rationalism, 
Atheism, Humanism and Secularism arc not 
synonymous but they are related term*. Some 
of us may liuve some objection to give the 
Union or federation a name lhat is now 

being used for any particular organization If 

we use the lame Ftee Thought Organization, 
nobody can have any objection. 

I don'i say that it should be a very well- 
kuil oig. hi /alien. Wc have to co-ordinate 
the activities of the various orcantations and 
prepare a concrete programme of action for 
achieving our objects. Each of these will 
have to function as a complement to the 
other or| »ns. 

We need a committee consist ingot* two or 

three representative* from cad *.<■ these 
organization? aad l:i there be u President and 
a coordinator or Convenor or a Secretaiv. 
Will it not be good if they arc not Oflice 
Bearers of any of the member orgaaizatiom 7 

The va.tneis of our coanirv is something 
that stands in tie way ■>! our coming together 
frequently, but thai dues rrtl matter ■ wc **n 
exchange our iceas through corresrondence. 

We hae to bear in mind that the various 
rationalist forces have to discharge a very 
important function on this occasion so that 
the future c-f India is hiilt on srroag found a. 
lions. India is a very poor country when we 
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cotral the number of intellectuals. Only :f 

scientific tcrrper is developed can we have 

rciuals m IhJih. S<_ ow most important 

Suction shall be the promotion of scientific 

per, humanism add connected masters. 

In this context. I would request you to 
recall that two other clauses among tie funda- 
mental duties also arc of £teat iulereit to us- 
Tbcy arc : (c) which reads thus: to promote 

ony and the spirit rf commoo brother 
hood amongst all the people of India trans" 
cending religions, linguistic and regional or 
^jtional diversities : to renounce practices 
<Jerogatory to the dignity of woman, and 

tjl which runs thus: to strive towards 
cllcnce ic all sphere uf individual and 

colletcive activity, so that the nation constan- 
tly riies to higher levels of endeavour and 
achievement. 

We know that the free-thinkers, all the 
world over, have been lighting sectional diver- 
's whether they he based on religion, sect- 

-.community or anything like that W e 



have always been standing for the emancipa- 
tion of women and it is common knowledge 
lhat excellence of character when ulcne 
would contribute to the excellence in all Ihe 
spheres of individual and collecthe activity 
can be cultivated only when the sovereignty 
of reason is acknowledged and we are working 
for that also. 

If denuracy is tc function nere in its 
purest form : if liberty, equality, fraternity 
and justice are to inform and animate 1hc 
thotght, words and deeds of every cit zen of 
Indin, if the numerous evil* that pervade the 
Indian society are tc be dispelled, if the 
teeming millions of India are to be emotio- 
nally integrated and if India is to take its 
rightful plate in the great comity cf nations, 
our organizations also have to play their mast 
responsible and unavoidable part. Let us do 
that, and that here and now How best we 
can do that is the question before us. We 
knuw the answer. Let us stand together. Let 
us rally, marshal and mobilize i\\ our forces- 
If we do so victory will be ours fj 



MANILA CRACKDOWN ON FAITH HEALERS 

The Philippine authorities have ordered a crackdown on faith healers 
who attract hundreds of foreigners as well as locals every year in the 
hope of miracle cures. 

The faith healers, some of whom operate out of resort hotels in 
the moun:uin city of Baguio, as veil as in Mania, claim to be able to 
cure even cancer and po through elaborate rituals. The national bureau 
of investigation has teen asked to stamp oui the illegal practice of 
medicine somen mes called "Psychic Surgery" by its practitioners. 

(1 his h u news clipping from Time] of India dated 1-12-1976). 
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE 
IX CONVENTION OF INDIAN 
RATIONALISTS 



At Hie en<- oJ the IX Convention of 
IndiBn Rationalists held at Nagpur or is h 
and I9la December, i97i"< the following 
resolutions were unanimously passed 

1. This Convention wishes to record 
i a deep sorrow at the sad demise of Mr. 
Ali Yowflr laog, Governor of Maharashtra 
cn 1 : - 1 2—76 and conveys its condolences to 
all the members of the bereaved family. 

2. This Convention congratulates lae 
Hon Prime Minister ar.d her Cabinet 
Colleagues for amending the pieansble of the 
Coostitu'ion of India making it a funda- 
mental Out; of every citizen to develop and 
promote Scientific Temper. Spirit of enquiry, 
Humanism and Reform. 

.«. It fa-, heer resolved lo constitute 
an Advisor) Board for the Promotion of 
Scientific Oitlook with !he following persons 
as its Members sublect to their consent. 

r iaiiman: 

1. Mr. P. N. Haksar, Nev Delhi. 

Cow son : 

2. Mr, M. Prabha, Trvandrum. 

MBMB RS : 

3. Mr. K. A. Abbas, Bombay. 

4. Mr Kushwant Singh, Bombay. 
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5. Mr. Justice A Samba>iva Rao, 

Hyderabad. 

6. U:. ll iNarasimhaiah, Bangalore. 

7. Di. R, Rmnaima, Trornbay. 

8. Mr. E V. K. Sampath, Madras. 
9 I)- N*yudam:na, Director Gene- 
ral, C. S. 1. R. 

10. Dr. Swaminathan, I C. A. R. 

Delhi. 

1 1. Mr. Justice Subramania Potty, 

Trivaiidium. 

12 Dr. Birlinge, Nagpur 

More members may be copied to the 
Board from time to time. 

4. This Convention resolve! to make 
an appeal 10 Government of India to abolish 
all Festival Holidays and restrict the closed 
Holidays lo a minimum of six including the 
three National Holidays and May Day and 
compensating the lost closed Holidays by 
increasing ihe casual privilege leave. 

5. This Convention appeals to the 
Central and Slate Governments not to include 
lessons wh.ch would have the effect of incul- 
cating religious faith in the approved Text 
Rooks It also requests not to allow any 
prayers in any of the schools receiving 
Government aid. 
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This Convention deplores "he ittitode 
of A. I. R. and T. V. in giving a boost lo 
wnoc. religions and it appeals to the Central 
Government not lo allow such use of the 
Government machinery for religious propa- 
ganda. This Convention also requests the 
ral Government to u;-e these media for 



promoting Scientific Outlook among rue 
people. 

7 It is hereby resolvec fiat the 
following Affiliated Associations of I R.A. 
be converted into respective Branches of 
I. R. A. subject to their confirmation at 
their respective General Dody Meeting! : 



/FFILIAITD Assot iatkw: 

1. Delhi Rationalist Assn. 

2. Punjab Rationalist Assn. 

3. Gujarat Rationalist Assn. 

4. Bombay Ratioaaliit A*sn. 

5. Ntigpnr Rationalist Assn. 
6 M P. Rationalist Assn. 

7. Rational Thinkers Forum. 

8. Kerala Rationalist Assn. 

9. Andhra Rationalist As>n. 

10. Hyderabad Raiionaiist Asm. 

1 1 . Self Respect Movement. 



To BT CONVTRTLI) AS 

I. R. A. Delhi Branch 

I. R. A. Punjab Branch 
I R. A. Gujarat Branch 
I R. A. Bombay Branch 
I. R. A. Nagpur Branch 
1 R A. Bhilai Branch 
I. R. A. RarnkaU Branck 
1 R. A. Kerala Branch 
I. R. A Onotur Rranch 
I. R. A. Hyderabad Brarch 
I R. A. Tamilnadu Branch 






R It has been resolved to adopt the 
following journals as the Official journals 
of L R. A and its regional Units and the 

bers ofl.R.A. shall be supplied cither 
FREETHOJGHT or one of the following 
journals (asthey choose) free of co;t. 



1. Malayalam 

2. Tamil 

3. Telugu 

4. Kannada 

5. Hindi 

6 Gujarali 

7. Marithi 



Yukthivadi 
Arivu Vazhi or 

Ariviyakknm 

Charvoka 

New Jcurnil being 

started 
Bhccm Patiilca 

New journil heinp 
Marled by G. R.A. 

New journal being 
stuncd by N.R.A. 



That part of the membership fee (Rs. 6 - 
p. in) collected hereto towards * FRLt- 



THOUGHT* will be pawed on to the 

respective publishers of the above journals. 

9. It is resolved to celebrate the fallo- 
wing " weeks " during the periods mentioned 
against csch on an AH India basis during 
the yean .977 and 1978. 

1. Anti Dowry Week 

From 27-3-77 To 2 *-77 

2. Anti Astrology Week 

From 5-6 77 To 11-6-7? 

3. Anti Caste Week 

From 4-9-77 To 10-9-77 

4. Anti Superstition Week 

4-12-77 To 10 12-77 

5. Uniform Civil CoJc Week 

5 3-78 To 11-3-78 

6. Secular Education Week 

4 6-78 To 10-6-78 



JAN- 197? 
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7. Women's Liberation Week 

3-9 78 To 9-9 78 

8, Temple Pioperly Taxation W<ek 

3 12-78 To 9-12 7S 

Tie further details as to tte nature of 
the Camptigns will be worked ou: by L R. A. 
in consulUlion wilh ihc Branches and advised 
to all coicerned lor general gnidance and 
implementation. 

10. It is also resolved that various State 
Units should conduct the DMEC programmes 
within their own States wilh a lo;al Magi< 
and Hypnotiit witfc » senior Rationalist 
coming from & different .State. These 
Campaigrs snail co\er even smaller towns 
aid big villages to carry Rationalism lo the 
masse) living in the rural are?* 

II V hss also been decided lo conduct 
Sumner Courses on Ratlonalsm foi ilic 
benefit of Students, Ne* Members of the 
R:\tionalitt Associations and aLso those who 
are interested to know more about Rationa- 
lism to cover, inter alia, the following 
aubjeas . 

1, Genetics wilh specal emphasis 
on Darwin's Theory of Evolu- 
tion 

2. Psychology with special emphasis 
on Freud. 

5, Economics with special emphasis 
on Man ism. 

4. Astiono-ny ris l-vh Astrology. 

5. Hinduism. 

6. Christianity. 

7. Islam. 



Other contemporiry religion 5 
such as Buddhism, Jainism, 
Sikhisni, Zoroastrianism, etc. 



9 The need 

Society. 



foi 



Rational st 



10. Evolution of Rationalist thought 
anc the History of Rationalist 
Movement in India and abroad. 

12. It has further been decided that 
' R. A. shall throw a challenge to the 
God men. Astrologers, Palmists etc , in its 
own name. Depending upoa the pjrsons 
coming forward the amount of tie award 
shall be lixed between Rs. ! lac and 2 lacs. 
Other drtails and conditions shall be worked 
out by I.R.A. 

13. Amendment 41 of out Constitution 
shot Id be implemented as early as possible to 
rcconsinct India as a seculir democratic 
socialist country. This Convention request, 
the Oo't. of India tu implement Uniform 
Civil Code b« using the special powers of 
emergency and thereby nullify all other 
'Personal Laws". 

1 I. This Conveniion coigralula'.es the 
GoM. for raising the minimum age of 
marriage. It appeals to the Govt, lo make 
registration of marriages compulsor/ tor every 
Indian citizen irrespective of hiacaacc, religion 
or stat: to facilitate effective implemen- 
tation of Family Planning Measures as veil 
as measures in .he Marriage-Bill. Thii Con- 
vention deplores the call of a Section of people 
to exempt Ihem Irom the provisions of :he 
Marriage-age-Bill, and requests the Govt- 
not to yield to such irrational calls. 
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For the effective implementation of 
lie above iaid laws, a semi-official 'Brigade'* 

m*j W constituted wilh worker from the 

aawpessive organisations like I RA. 

Tiough Ancav.tr (Divraguru) of 
'd.u claimed thai hi- wa* the 
"WUr" of Kalki, the C R.I., Excise and 
Ibco-tk Tat Officials proved that he was 
.ikticer keeping hlaclc money, 
■aaamhorised wea th and arms. So also 
Sai Bab> of Puttaparthi claims that tie is 
the 'avathir* of Shiridi Baba. Siva. Sakthi 
so en and lives porrpoisly like a 
Moehui King He ;tnd his organisations 
Bad established u lot of brands* in Ihc 
*_i*e ot >chool3, colleges and hospitals 
»itain a few >ears This Convention there- 
appeals ic the Govt, to jet his income 
and properties properly asse«ed and punish 
bun for Tax evasion if any. 

\CMptang money, ornomcnH, gold or 
any other form of wealth for preaching a 
religion o- showing miracles should be 

dcred as a social crime and it should 
therefore be prevented by suitable le*al 
eaauret. 

16. Rightist communal .mO religious 
forces like RSS, Janaia-ldan:i. Jan sanjh. 
Aajadamarg, etc. are suspected lo be 
indulging in ncfdiiuus activities in (he 
*uise of religious and spiritual activities. 



Sai Seva Simitai, Ayyappa Seva Sangh, 
Kshetra - punarudharana Samibi, etc. are 
a few examples. Propagating ritualistic 
re igion is an easy way lo keep the m assess 
under superstition. Superstitious people are 
easily drven against secular measures of 
the progressive Govt which in turn is uied 
for the political advantage by the rigitist 
forces 

This Convention therefore, requests the 
Govt, of India to prevent public activities 
of coiimunal 01 ictigions uaturc. People 
should be given freedom to pray bu: 
religious propagmda especially through 
micro pli oaes even during nights should not 
be allowed. 

1.7. This Convention requests the Govt, 
of India t> pass a Bill preventing sacrifice of 
all animal; and birds in or in the vacinity of 
temples for propitiating gods. Measures for 
punishment for violations ot* the provisions 
of the bill should also be strictlv implemented. 

18. This Convention orally appeals lo 
the Govt, of India ami all the Stitc Govern- 
ments to issue necessan directives to the 
Government Dignitaries and Gcvt. officials 
especially those attached to the judiciary 
and police departments advising them not 
to participate in public programmes of 
communal or religious uaturc. 





ANTi DOWRY 


NUMBER 


In connection wilh the 


"Anti-Dowry Week" being 


celebrated bv 


Indian Rationalist 


Association, from 20-3-1977 


tc 26-3-1977, 


the FREETHOUGHT issic for March 1977 will 


be devoted to 


i the Dowry Probicrr 


i and iis remedies. Readers 


ate requested 


to rush thair articles and other mailer relevant to 


the subject... 


. Ed 
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flic IX Cuuvcutioa of Eadlsn Ratio 
■a lists which was attended by -"Delegates 
trom IRA and all its affiliated Associations 
fiom all o\er India took place it Nagpur 
on 18th and 19ib Decembsr, I97C. On 
18th morning the Convention was inaugu- 
tated by Mff. Justice Dharmadhikari of 
Bombay High Court. In his inaagural 
address he referred lo the smerstitious 
tliimtC in whivh Indians ars living aid 
hr emphasized the need for a rationalist 
appioac 1 and scientific outlook Linong the 
people if He country were to nake any 
progress. Eatliri Mi. Ramratan Janoksr. 
Mayor of Nagpur City and the Chairman 
Of ne Reception Committee proposed a 
welcome address to the distinguisied guests 
and Delegates. 

Sinee Mr. M.C. Joseph, President oi 
IRA was keeping indifferent health, he 
could not in over to Nagpur to preside 
.->vfr the Convention. In his absence, Dr 
AT Kovocr, Presiient of Sri Latka Ratio- 
nalist Association pressed over the Inaugural 
Session. Mr. M.C. Joseph's Special Message 
'was however read c*ul by I>. Jadhav, 
Treasurer of NRA. Dr. Kovocr in his 
Presidential AJdress said that he »as 
imrrensly pleased to preside over the IX 
Convention being organised by IRA. lie 
narrated hi> association with IRA lor the 
past several years especially in connection 
with the series of Dmne Miradt Exposure 
Campaigns conducted by IRA with ihc 



active co Operation of Sri Lanku Rutiunu- 

list Association. He furth-.T assured the 
Indian Rationalists that he woild be glad 
to extend his help lo the future projects 
thai will be taken up iu India by IRA. 
Mr A. Suiyanarayana. General Secretary, of 
IRA taen Read Out hs Report on the 
Rationalist Movement. Dr. CG. Pande, 
President of NRA proposed the vote of 

thank";. 

The Delegate] there.ifier dispersed for 
the Community Lunch trranged at Purna- 
chandra Euty Students Union Hall which 
wm largely attended. In the afernoon the 
Delegates met for the Fust Business Session 
'Mobilization of Rationalist Forces'. Mr. 
C.A. Setbtdrf, fcxecuiive Vice President of 
IRA end Editor of FREETHOL'GHT initi 
ated the discussion. Mr. M. Prabha, For- 
mer President of Kerala Rationalist Asso. 
ciation and Former Vice Pr;sid?nt of IRA 
Presided over :hc jcssioq, which va* attended 
by Dr. W S. B3rlinge. Bar-at-law as the 
Chief Guest. Mr. Prabha in his Presidential 
Speech in. tied rationalisls working in India 

uuJcr different :>ainicis to curie lugcthci 
nnd work for th* mnvement, keeping cside 
their minor difference. The speech was 
followed by discussions on the subject. 

Due ;o unavoidable circumitances, the 
DMEC Programme scheduled for 18th 
evening had to be postponed to I9tt 

tnorniug. 3r. A T. Kovocr. Professor Hypno, 
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tfr K P. Swaminathar, the main participants 
the Campaign, delighted rhe crowd with 
ttr speech, hypnotism and magic. 

On l«th afteraoon the delegates assem- 
bled for the SccunU Business Session the 
mbject for discussion being 'Plan of Aclinn 
far 1977-78". There was a lively discussion 
rfihe subject with many delegaes partici- 
patroK in the discussions. Pro" Stirendra 
k S. Ajnat. General Secre:ary of the Punjab 
Rationalist Association initiated the discus- 
bob. Mr. II. KalanathH, Secretary of Kerala 

ationalist Association, Mr. Edamaraku, 
Former Secretary of KRA. Mr. 0. Viswana- 
fcen. Fxecutive Vice President of BRA and 

(hers made many concrete suggestions lo 
he incorporate j in the Plan of Action for 
L w e nest two years. Mrs. Prabha Mutfcal. 
Resident cf Chandrapur Rationalist Asso- 
ciation was the Chief Guest at Ike Session, 
which was presided over by Mr. 5 Ghosh, 
Delhi, a termer President of IRA. 

Immediate!/ after the conclusion of 
tbe above Session, the Delegates continued 
the last Session to constitute the Advisory 
Board and pass Resolutions. After a long 
debate a number of Resolutions were 
•aanimousl* passed. Before the Conven- 
tion concluded the All India Advisory 
ftaard to guide the affairs of the Rationa- 
!j« Moveimnt was also duly constituted. 
h a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. 
^S Kochhar, Secretary o.* NRA the two 
day Convention came to a close. 

On 19th evening. NRA also arranged 
i public rreetiag whica was atteided by a 
large crowd. Mr. S. Ghosh, :orraer Presi- 
dent of IRA presided over the meeting. 
Dr. AT. Kovoor, Mr. G. Viswanathan. Prof 
Sureodra K.S. Ajnat, Mrs. P. Mithal and 
others spok: at the nceting. 
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GUJARAT RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 

He came, saw and conquered, can be 
said of Dr. Abraham T. KovoorV Gujarat 
tour. Doe to the impact of his last tour, 
Rationalhta cf GJjarat accepted the challenge 
and Gujarat Rationalist Association wc» 
formed and the programme at Baroda and 
Aamcdabad were organised undent auspices. 

'hough the Programme w« held in 
Baroda aM.OO P. M on a working day, the 
elite of the tewn the Mayor Shri Ramanlal 
Patel, th< DSP Shri P K. Dult. the Asst. 
Collector A.P. Sinha, Pandit Anind Priyagee 
founder cf II High Schools aid Colleges, 
top medical consultants, professors, loolal 
workers etc. sat throughout the programme, 
listening to Kovoor's speech ipproviogly 
It wa> a treat to hear Dr. Kovoor exposing 
the fraud of the Gcdmen to Gujarat elite, 
as some of then also believe in 01- Godman 
or other. The hall was fully packed. 

Oa Ifth Dec. he fulfilled his programme 
at Ahmedibad under the presidentship of 
Mr Kamala Shankar Pande, 73, before a 
packed audience of over 1205 at Jaishaokar 
(Sundari) Air conttioned theatre. At the end 
of hi$ speech Dr. Kovoor piodu-cd abundant 
' H>ly Ash ' by rubbing his two palms to the 
astonishment of th; audience. 

Besides Shri Kamalashankir Pandya, 
President of Gujarat Rationalist Association 
and the veteran Rationalist and freedom 
fi?htcr .oitereminent Rationalists and freedom 
lighters like ftanmilal Sheth (DAHOD), 
Sanal O M-hta (Baroda). Dr. Giiish B. Patel 
MB (FR.C.S.) Lon., Shri Ashok Padia, a 
prominent lawyer, all Vice-Pr«idents of 
Gujarat Rationalist Association. Prof. Yasin 
Daal (Rajtot). Shri KK Makwani Jawahar- 
nagar) and Shri C. K. Balan (Ahmedabad) 
all Secretaries of Gujarat Rationalist Associa- 
tion. Icadng veteran lawyer of Baroda Shri 
Chandalal G. Parikh, Mrs, Nalini V. Mahan* 
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dale, leacer of tUfOda Women's Organization. 
Shri Jetwanlal O. Shah. Supreme Court 
counsel from Ahmcdabad, Shri V. S Kuru?, 
INTUC leacer, Shri Jagannalt Plllai, Shri 
MB. Yidav and Shri V.S. Rao Naidu if 
Ja^ahariiflgar and others worked lor the 
success rf the programmes 

The Gujami Rationalist Association 

proposes to start a quarterl? in Gujarat', 
language to consolidate the Rationale 
movemcit in Gujarat and it hat the solid 
rapport of writers and thinkers like prof. 
Yasin Dalai, Shri. Dinker Mehta, Shri. 
fhandubhai Patel, Shri. Chandulal G. ttrttft, 
Shri Girish B. Patel and others 

Apjrt from Ahmedabad and Baroda. new 
central like Surat and Rajkot are anxious 
to arrange Divine Miracle Exposure Pro- 
gramme at their respective centres 

It ran be said that superstitious and 
backward Gujarat has receive! the necessary 
.shock treatment and it will truly have a 
Healthy effect on ihe public life of the 
State 

KERALA YUKTHIVADl SANGHAM 

Tbe Palgoat District Committee ot 

Kerala Rationalist Association convened its 
Annual Gci eral Body Meeting at Vasavi 
Kaiyanamandapttun on 19-12-76. President 
Mr V.P. Pimishothaman presided. Report 
and accounts were presented by M.E. Than- 
kappan (Secret; r>i tndV.P. Lazar (Treasurer), 
respect vely. 

The following Office Bearers have been 
elected for the Distiiol Committee ; 

President 
Pro''. I. Richard. M.Sc . 



2. K A;huthan. 



Vice-Presidents 

1. M.S. Nair. 
Secretary 

M.C. Balan. M.Com., 

Joinl-Seiactaries 

I. \ K Chandrankutly. 
;. K. P;t/h.iniyandy. 

Treasurer 

K. M. Bbavadas. 

21 members were elected to ihe District 
Committee Messrs M.E. Tliankappan and 
K M. Bharadea wen elca«i to nprcicnt 
District Association in ihe Stite Committee. 

ATHEISTS' CONVENTION 

Ai Atheists' Convention was organized 

at NiJurrurru. near Vijay-iwada <Andhr;i 

Pradestt) on 12th. lith and 14th January 
1977. Mr. P. K.. Nar.iy.inan, Vice-President 
and Life Mcmbir of Indiin Rationalist 
Association, Dr. G. N. Jyoti Shankar, Patron 
Member and former Vice-Prct ideal of I.R.A 
Prof. Surendra. K S. Ajnat, Genera; 
Secretary of Pun ab Rationnlist Association 
Mr Dinesh Nettar, Managing Committee 
Member ol IRA, Mr. Jayagopal, Secretary uf 
ASI, Prof. T. Venugopala Rao. President of 
ASI, O Sama-am anl oihcn participated ai 
i ic Convention which was organized by 

\SI. Visakhapatnam. 

BAPATLA RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 

Tie following have been elected as the 
Office Bearers ol -.he Association. 



Prc>ideni : 
Vwc-Pmidcat 

Secretary : 

Treasurer : 



Mr. A V. Punaaiah. 

Mr. J, Anjayancyulu 
Mr. Joihi Babu 

Mr. S. Ramakotesvara 
Rao 

Mr. v.v Khmore. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

tartily welcome Lie following NEW MEMBERS lu I.R.A. 

Name 



.bershlp No. 

.mbers : 
LM— 29 

L\l 20 

'ioary Members : 
M-339 

M— 340 

M-341 

M- ;■: 

M— 343 

M-344 
M— 345 
M— 346 
M-347 
M 348 
M-349 
M-350 
M-351 
M- 352 
M-3<3 
M— 354 
M-355 
M 356 

Student Member. : 
SM— 19 

s *■ i -:o 

SM— 21 
SM 
SM 23 



Pla:c 



Mr. B. FYemanaod 

Mr. D. Dayanand 

Mr. B. S. Dixit 

Mr. D. Sjrendra Mohan 
Choiiflar. B.A.B.L., D.S.M. 

Mr. K. R. Benedin 

Mr. VedPraosh, B.A. 

Mr. V.R. Sugathan 

Mr. Thutavoor Chandran 

M. M. Kamalanatnan, B.A.B.L. 

Mr. K. Kojuiaiu, B.Sc, B.T. 



Podanur (Tamilnadu) 
Podanur ( Tamihadu) 

Madras (Tamilnadu) 
Rajahmandry, (A.P.) 

Shahad (Maharastra) 
Moradabad(U.?.) 
Bangalore (Karaalaka) 
Bangalore (Kanataka) 
Madras (Tamilnadu) 
Madurai (Tamilnadu) 
Ulavap&du (A.P.J 



Mr. K. K. Subidutaii.iiin 

Mr. A. Sityanarayana, B Com., F.C.A. Waiangal (A P.) 

Mr. V. Simbasiva Rao, B.Sc. (Aj.) Tanuku (A.P.) 

Mr. N. Sankcranarayan, B.Sc. 

Mr. V. Ptahhflkaran, B.A. 

Dr S V.Naiasimha Rao 

Mr. S. Hazarat AH, M.A., M.Ed. 
Mr. M. Andy 



Dr. Minal Kizhar 

Mr. M.C.Balan. M.Com. 



Bombay (Maharashtra) 
Tun-ri (Kerala) 
laggayyapet (A P ) 
Vijavapuri (A.P.) 
Chokli (Kerala) 
PuttutaVku (Tatnilnadu) 
Kinavallur jKciala) 



Mr Narayanan L Basawi 
Mr. C. Narayanan Kutty 

Mr S K.Mohan Rao 

Mr. T. Prasac 

Mr. K.V. BhiiMiana Rao 



Hubli (Kartatata) 
Cochin (Ketalal 
Amalapiirarr (AP ) 
Nuzvid :A.P,) 
Warangal (A.P.) 
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JOIN 

INDIAN RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 

and help your countrymen to liberate *rom ihc clutches 
of ignorance and superstition. 

Membership 

Patron Member R*. 25< 

Life Member Rs 101 

Ordinary Member Rs. 12- 

Siudeni Member Rs. 6/- 



For ihf (i i -. 1 three types of membei * Rs. 



Entrance Fee 

For detail* write to the General Secretary, Indian -Ratio- 
nalist Association. 2$. Pantheon Road. Madras-N. 
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